STRICTLY BALLROOM (Miramax, 1993)

43. INTERIOR. KENDALL’S STUDIO – MAIN SALON – NIGHT

It is later that night and the studio is empty.  Scott strikes a ballroom pose.

SCOTT: Bullshit.  Bullshit!

Scott begins to dance.  He is unaware that Fran is watching him secretly.  After a while she comes forward.  Scott stops, startled.

FRAN: That’s looking good.

S: Uh.  What are you doing here?

F: I uh, I, I, I just…

S: How long have you been here?

F: Two years – I’m just looking for someone.

S: Everyone’s gone home.

F: Yeah I know.  It’s just that I’ve got this idea.  Like, like, I mean, it’s, it’s um, it’s um, I wanna try to…I want to dance with you.  I want to dance with you.  I want to dance with you your way at the Pan Pacifics.

S: The Pan Pacifics?  You want to dance my way at the Pan Pacifics?

F: Yeah.

S: You can’t dance my way.  You don’t win.

F: It’s just because you’ve been overdoing it.  If you, if you kept it simpler, and danced from the heart.

S: And had the right partner?

F: And had the right partner.

S: Oh, I see, that’s you, is it?

F: When you dance your steps, I understand how you feel, ‘cause I make up my own steps too.

S: You make up your own steps?

F: Yeah – and now we both haven’t got partners.

S: Look, what are you carrying on about?  You’ve never had a partner.  You’ve been dancing with a girl for two years, haven’t you?

F: Yeah…

S: Yeah…

F: …but – 

S: …and now you’ve come up to me who’s been dancing since I was six years old…and you want to dance non-Federation, and convince the judges at the Pan Pacific Grand Prix with three weeks to train?

F: Yeah.

S: I don’t think so.

F: Just give me a try-out.

S: Look.  Go home.

F: Just one hour.

S: This is very embarrassing.

F: I, I just need a chance.

S: You’re going to wake up tomorrow and feel like a real idiot about this.

F: Do you want to dance your own steps or not?

S: It’s none of your business.

F: Well, do you?

S: Look.  A beginner has no right to approach an Open Amateur.

F: Yeah.  Well an Open Amateur has no right to dance non-Federation steps…but you did, didn’t you?

S: But that’s different.

F: How is it different?  You’re just like the rest of them.  You think you’re different, but you’re not because you’re just, you’re just really scared, you’re really scared to give someone new a go because you think, you know, they might just be better than you are.  Well, you’re just pathetic and you’re gutless.  You’re a gutless wonder.  Vivir con miedo, es como vivir a medias.

S: What’s your name again?

F: Fran.

S: Yeah.  Fran what?

F: Just Fran.

S: All right then, just Fran.  Don’t push me.  Rumba.

Scott spins Fran into dance position.  She stumbles.

S: Great, you can’t even do a basic.

F: You said one hour.

He takes her up again.

