Bringing up Baby

Bartender

[Showing Susan a trick] Now, watch very carefully.

Susan

I’m watching.

Bartender

I take an olive, I throw it in that glass, but there it is. Now I throw it in that one.

Susan

Wait. Now without the… Go on.

Bartender

Watch. [Slapping the last olive off the back of his hand into his mouth]

Susan

I know what happens. That’s wonderful. You take three, don’t you? Only you cheated. You can see me take three. Now, you throw it in the glass. Take another one, throw it in the glass.

Bartender

Good!

Susan

And then you do this. [Slapping the olive off the back of her hand trying to catch it in her mouth. Then trying to grab it off of the floor, as David slips on it] Oh! I’m so sorry. Oh, hello. You’re sitting on you’re hat.

David

I know it.

Susan

That’s silly. Get up. I’m awfully sorry. [Helping David up] I couldn’t be more apologetic, really.

David

Well, I might have known you were here. I had a feeling just as I hit the floor.

Susan

That was your hat.

David

Look at it. Look [Showing Susan his damaged top hat]

Susan
Yes, it’s too bad, isn’t it? Well, Joe here was just showing me a trick, and the olive got away.

David

First you drop an olive then I sit on my hat. It all fits perfectly.

Susan

Oh, yes, but you can’t do that trick with out dropping some of the olives. It takes practice.

David
What, to sit on my hat?

Susan

No, to drop an olive. Now, if you’re going to be angry with me, what can I do?
David

Go away.

Susan

No. I was here first.

David

Then I’ll go away.

Susan

What you… [Watching David walk off, kind of drifting after him, stopping at the Doctors table as David shoos her away. Taking some olives from the Doctors tray, trying the trick, watch David dreamily.]

Dr. Lehman

[Watching Susan] Won’t you just take the olive dish?

Susan

[Sitting at his table] No, it’s all right. I’ll just sit here. You don’t mind, do you?

Dr. Lehman

Not at all.

Susan

[Still trying trick] This is rather difficult.

Dr. Lehman

I guess it is.

Susan

Goodness. You know your face is familiar. Haven’t we met somewhere?

Dr. Lehman

Not to my knowledge.

Susan

Well, I think you’re wrong. My name is Susan Vance.

Dr. Lehman

I’m Dr. Fritz Lehman. [Standing to greet her.]

Susan

Oh, that’s all right. You can sit down. I don’t mind at all.

Dr. Lehman
[Sitting] Thank you. You may have heard me lecture.

Susan

What do you lecture about? [Still trying the trick.]

Dr. Lehman

I usually talk about nervous disorders. I am a psychiatrist.

Susan

Oh, crazy people.

Dr. Lehman

We dislike the use of that word. All people who behave strangely are not insane.

Susan

Is that so? Oh, umm, would you mind if I asked your professional opinion about something?

Dr. Lehman

Not at all.

Susan

Well now, what would say about a man who follows a girl around and then when she talks to him, he fights with her?

Dr. Lehman

 Fights with her? Is this young man your fiancé?

Susan

Oh no. I don’t know him, I never even saw him before today. No he just follows me around and fights with me.

Dr. Lehman

Well, the love impulse in man very frequently reveals itself in terms of conflict.

Susan

The love impulse?

Dr. Lehman

Without my knowing anything about it my rough guess would be that he has a fixation on you. A fixation—

Susan

No, no, no. Now wait a minute, I can’t remember anymore than that. A fixation? “The love impulse in man very frequently reveals itself in terms of conflict.” [Getting up.]

Dr. Lehman

That’s right. [Standing with Susan.]

Susan

I’m eternally grateful to you. You’re absolutely wonderful. Thank you very much. [Running off to David] Do you know why you’re following me? You’re a fixation.

David

Oh, I’m not following you. I’ve been sitting here. I haven’t moved from this spot. Now please, you’re following me.

Susan

Don’t be absurd. Who’s always behind whom?

David

Now look, my dear young lady, I haven’t been behind anything but what they call the eight ball. I haven’t been all day.

Susan

You’re angry aren’t you?

David

Yes, I am.

Susan

 The love impulse in man frequently reveals itself in terms of conflict.

David

Excuse me. The what impulse?

Susan

Love Impulse. Now you see the trouble with you is that you have a—

David

Now, now, look, all I’m trying to do is find the gentleman whom, thanks to you I abandoned on the golf course today. That’s all. Now please go—

Susan

[Looking at the purse in her hands.] Say, this isn’t… Well where do you suppose I… Here hold this a minute. I’ll be right back. [Handing David the purse.]

David

Yes.

Susan

[Walking back to the bar to get her purse, passing the Doctors table as he’s trying the trick.] Missed.

Dr. Lehman

[Laughing, standing as his wife comes back to the table]

Mrs. Lehman 

I’m sorry I was so long.

Dr. Lehman

It’s quite all right. I had a very entertaining conversation with a young lady who does tricks with olives when she gets it right.

Mrs. Lehman
Fritz, where’s my purse? [Looking for her purse]

Dr. Lehman

Your purse? I thought you had it with you.

Mrs. Lehman

No, I left it right here on the table. Oh my dear. My Diamond pin was in it.

Dr. Lehman

Your diamond pin? You just lost a diamond pin. We’re going to find it, all right? [Mrs. Lehman searching franticly for her purse, as David walks up, trying to get past] Don’t worry about it.

David

Excuse me.

Mrs. Lehman
[Seeing David holding her purse] Why, there it is. Thank you very. It’s very kind of you.

Dr. Lehman

Thank you sir, very kind.

David

Why, no.

Mrs. Lehman

[David clutching the purse] This is my purse. My diamond pin is in it. Will you please—

David

No, I’m afraid—

Mrs. Lehman

[Trying to grab the purse away from David] Give me that.

Dr. Lehman

Will you please hand it over?

Mrs. Lehman

Please, do something about it.

Dr. Lehman

Keep out of it, darling.

Susan

I did the trick.

Bartender

You did? Good.

Susan

Uh oh. [Walking toward the commotion] 

Dr. Lehman

This is madness for you to stand there and say it’s not my wife’s.

David

You’ve made a slight blunder. This belongs—[Seeing Susan.] There is the young lady now. Isn’t this your purse?

Susan

 No, this is my purse. [Showing David a different one]

Dr. Lehman

[Trying to grab the purse back] There you are. Hand it over.

David

Just a minute. Didn’t you give me this purse to hold?

Susan

Yes, that’s right, I did. I did, I gave him the purse to hold. See, there’s been a mistake. I lost my purse. And I must’ve picked up your wife’s purse by mistake. And I wanted him to stay here, so I gave him your wife’s purse while I went to find mine. I was coming right back. Now that’s all perfectly clear, isn’t it?

Dr. Lehman

No, it isn’t.

David

No. You see sir, it never will be clear as long as she’s explaining it. Now please let me go.

Dr. Lehman

Just a minute.

Susan

He’s innocent. Now you have your wife’s purse, I have my purse, and Louie here will explain it all to you and everything will be all right. [Going after David] Now please listen. You certainly can’t think I did that intentionally. 

David

Well if I could think, I’d have run when I saw you.

Susan

 No, but if you’d only let me explain. I just gave you my purse to- [Grab the back of his jacket ripping it] Oh, you’ve torn your coat. Now, I didn’t do it on purpose. That’s not right. It’s not my fault. I didn’t mean to do it, I just did it, but I didn’t mean to do it. I just caught a hold of your coat.

David

Will you do something for me?

Susan

A needle?

David

No, it’s simpler than that. Let’s play a game.

Susan

Oh, what?

David

Well watch. I’ll put my hands over my eyes, and then you go away. See? Then I’ll count to 10, and when I take my hand down you will be gone. One—

Susan

Well, I like that. I was only trying to be nice. [Walking off]

