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ISAAC
Hey. Thank you for meeting with me. I’m
Isaac.
FIONA
I’m Fiona
ISAAC
Have you had lunch? I know a great place
just around the corner.
FIONA
Why don’t we try somewhere neither one
of us has been before.
ISAAC
Okay
(they travel on to a Chinese restaurant. They settle in)
ISAAC (CONT’D)
Mind if I record?
(Server approaches the table)
FIONA
“nee- ho- ma”. Ee, no sung -seek dem sum?”
ASIAN SERVER
“dem sum?”
FIONA
“Dee oh jay”
ISAAC
Thought you said you’d never been here?
FIONA
I haven’t. I just, i love the culture. I spent
Julys in china studying Chinese art, and
Chinese icecream. Oh man, i recommend
ginger. It’s very good
ISAAC
Now last night, they were talking about
someone named “ginger jake”. Is she
Chinese ?

2.

FIONA
Uh, jamacian, i think.
ISAAC
What’s the deal? people go to her to get
paralyzed
FIONA
As i understand it, yes.
ISAAC
What does she do to them? I mean...
FIONA
You know what pal?
(gestures to the recording equipment)
FIONA (CONT’D)
I’m no t the case study here, okay? You
talk first
ISAAC
What do you wanna know?
FIONA
Tell me how you become paralyzed
ISAAC
I was 8. My parents where driving,. They
died. I lived. Uh, the other driver was
under aged, so the records were sealed. i
called her the “pom- pom girl”, because i
remembered seeing these, pom poms
FIONA
Paralyzed by a cheerleader?
ISAAC
Your turn... so talk to me about your
friend. what makes them want be to be
like me?
FIONA
You know, I've never talked about this to
anyone.
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ISAAC
So why do you think someone would want
to be paralyzed, who isn’t already? Give
me a working theory.
FIONA
(laughs a little) i can’t believe I’m talking
to you.
ISAAC
About this?
FIONA
Yes..., no. Yes, no, no, no. I mean it’s you.
You know. I mean, you’re like the radio
guy.
ISAAC
Oh, say whatever you want. Whoever you
friend is, they’ll never know i’m quoting
you.
FIONA
Okay, okay. Uh, (beat) it’s just, it’s harder
than i thought it would be.
ISAAC
Why?
FIONA
Okay, all right, all right. Here’s the deal.
All right? I wanna know why my friend
wants to be a Paraplegic. So this for me,
is all about understanding you. And, you
know, than i’ll tell you what ever you
want to know. So, quid pro quo. I want
your life pal. As a . In detail Paraplegic
ISAAC
You want my life? all right. At my work, i
have this guy who hates me.
FIONA
Because you’re a Paraplegic?
ISAAC
No, because he’s a dick.
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FIONA
I have one of those...i mean at my job.
ISAAC
And where do you work?
FIONA
Uh, I’m a conservator. I free lance. Right
now i’m doing the collection for the van
platt museum.
ISAAC
There ya go. I mean sure al qaede has
someone that walks into the cave every
morning and somebody whispers “ that
guy has no self awareness what so ever.”
FIONA
Well, maybe he thinks you’re a dick?
ISAAC
No, he thinks i’m a gimp.
FIONA
What is that? Is that like a reporter thing
where later you’ll say ...”mentioned the
word gimp and she laughs”?
ISAAC
Yes
FIONA
Yes? (beat) I’m painfully aware. Okay? i’m
too aware.
ISAAC
Well, then you know i like you?
FIONA
Well that means you are weird.
ISAAC
I’m just easy is all. I like anyone who likes
me.
(she laughs)
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FIONA
Okay? What if, ...i introduced you to my
friend?
ISAAC
I’d like that.
FIONA
Then the question is, what will you do for
me?
ISAAC
Oh right, it’s always quid pro qou with
this girl.
FADE OUT.
FADE IN:
(THEY ENTER INTO AN APARTMENT. SHE GETS HIM
SETTLEED AND EXITS INTO ANOTHER ROOM. HE EXPLORES.
SHE RE ENTERS AFTER SOME TIME WEARING LINGERIE, A
CANE AND LACE UP ORTHOPEDIC LEG BRACES)
FIONA
Don’t touch that vase. It’s worth more
than this building. (beat) offended?
ISAAC
I wanna know more.
FIONA
You know how you have an apartment
fantasy when you’re a teenager? Mine
was to get a place so i could shut the
curtains all day and walk around in my
Milwaukee brace. And you know what?
It’s better than i ever imagined.
ISAAC
So this a a sexual thing you mainly?
FIONA
People who get off on braces and
wheelchiars are called “devotees” their
a joke. They’re the bottom of the rung.
Above them are the “pretenders”.
(MORE)

6.
FIONA (CONT'D)
they wear the braces, they push the
wheels, but they don’t belong to their
chair. Still if they wish to fantasize,
that’s their choice. Then there are the
“wanna bees”. You saw how crazy hey are.
ISAAC
What makes you different from a “wanna
bee” or a “pretender.
FIONA
I’m an unique case. I don’t want to be
paralyzed.
ISAAC
You don’t?
FIONA
I already am paralyzed. I’m just trapped in
a walking persons body.
(long beat)
FIONA (CONT’D)
You make me so nervous. You know, the
other day i decided that nervousness is
shame someone catches you feeling. And i
ask myself, “ why am I ashamed”?
ISAAC
And if you are, then why do you continue
to do this?
(long beat. She slowly removes her braces. Almost
seductively. She launches at him with a passionate kiss.
This continues for a moment. He pulls away)
ISAAC (CONT’D)
I can’t. I can’t...
FIONA
I’d guessed you were a t-12 or a t11.
Incomplete? What was it,...a lumber
lesion?
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ISAAC
No, no. Listen, that’s not the problem. I
can have sex... I, the problem is there’s
someone else.
FIONA
Who?
ISAAC
She’s paraplegic. ( beat) i don’t know why
i just said that?!?!? I, i don’t describe
people by their injuries. Uh, jeez, her
name’s Raine.
FIONA
Is she your girlfriend?
ISAAC
Sort of. I asked her to marry me. I don’t
know if that counts. She said no, ...she
has this idea that one person in every
relationship, well, marriage should be
able to walk. So that, that doesn’t
really count...I guess.
FIONA
This is good news. ...I’m sure she’ll change
her mind.
ISAAC
I hope so.
FIONA
And if she doesn’t, she crazier than i
am...and how crazy is that?
(she laughs off the last moment)
ISAAC
It’s not fiona.
(long beat)
FIONA
You probably think i’d jump anything in a
wheelchair.
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ISAAC
No. I don’t. I’m just trying to understand.
FIONA
I’ve never shown any of this to any living
soul, ever.
(long beat)
FIONA (CONT’D)
And somethings your’re not suppose to
show (beat) oh well! (awkard laugh)
ISAAC
I don’t have to go. You can talk to me.
FIONA
I need to use my chair right now and I
can’t do that in front of you.
ISAAC
You can trust me. I’ve been completely
honest with you.
FIONA
Tomorrow i’m going to use my chair in
public for the first time....and you, pal are
corgelly invited. Now i wanna thank you
for a wonderful, so wonderful day.
(she exits. )

